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Sounded Warning 

Status of Negro 


Worried Sirgo 


Dep. Police Surat. Louis 
Sirgo once told members of 
his profession that if they 
didn’t begin coping with “the 
problems of our fellow men ... 
then the problems, like a con- 
tagious malady, will destroy 
us.” 

One of the biggest prob- 
lems, he' said, was “the great- 
est sin of American society, 
and that is the status of the 
American Negro.” 

The 48-year-old veteran law- 
man was one of three police 
officers killed by a sniper at 
the Howard Johnson Hotel 
here Sunday. 

A speech he once delivered 
before the Blue Key National 
Honor Fraternity, gives a 
good idea of what kind of 
man he was:. 

“I say that our attitude to- 
wards the problems of our fel- 
low men goes beyond being 
impersonal. I say that we 
might want to call it neglect. 
We have allowed our central 
city areas to deteriorate into 
slum housing for members of 
our national community, who 
are at the bottom 'of 'ur so- 
cio-economic totem pole. 


“...No, we can no longer 
hide our problems in prison 
cages, or federally subsidized 
low rent housing develop- 
ments, or in ghetto housing. I . 
suggest that we begin to think r 
about doing something about; 
the responsibilities of the of- 
fice which we hold, and if we 
don’t, then the problem, like a 
contagious malady, will de- ; 
stroy us. . 

“How successful would a 
Black Panthers breakfast pro- I 
gram be in the ...exclusive 
suburbs of New Orleans. What 
I am trying to say is that if 
there were no ‘Desires,’ (a 
black housing project) there 
would be no Panthers. 

“We must face up to our 
responsibility, and in facing 
up to this responsibility, we 
must also be prepared to deal 
with the greatest sin of Amer- 
ican society, and that is the 
status of the American Negro. 

“Poverty and criminality 
are definitely related.. .the 
problems of society with 
which the police must deal 
are your problems... The prob^ 
lems of the city and its police 
force are the problems of all 
of us.” 


